Our Universe in a nutshell
Big Picture’s first 21 issues have
been firmly grounded on planet
Earth. Now we’d like to look at an
even bigger picture – the universe.
Space biology looks at life in
space from several perspectives:
how it began, where it might be,
and the effects of space as a rather
extreme habitat. Space exploration
has many unique constraints, but
has brought numerous benefits
back home.
Join us on our journey to explore
the past, present and future of life
in space.
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Cover: Tardigrade, also known as a water bear. See page 7.
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All of our bolded terms are defined
in our online glossary:
bigpictureeducation.com/glossary
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All of the resources for this issue – and
plenty more – can be found online at
bigpictureeducation.com
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* Based on radius, density, escape velocity and surface temperature. Anything over 0.8 is high, and likely to have a rocky composition.

finding data
Putting this diagram together, we
found that different sources gave
different numbers for the same thing.
Why don’t they match?
Well, data can be interpreted in
different ways, and estimates can be
made using different methods and
different baseline data. Definitions
matter, too – different sources might
define ‘size’ or ‘orbit’ differently.
Which should you choose? The
source itself is important – is it from
a primary or a secondary source? Is
it reliable? Is it recent? Is it from an
organisation with an agenda or from
an impartial source?
For sources and discussion questions, see
bigpictureeducation.com/space-infographic
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